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Commissioner Vanessa Carusone

Let us talk about transparency and honesty. On October 9 at 1:15 in the

afternoon I received an email from the Woodlands (Cypress Falls)

community development district president, Mr. Roger Underwood. I believe

Mr. Underwood has violated chapter 838. of the Florida State Statutes by

attempting to bribe candidates with an endorsement in lieu of a "pledge" to

vote to take back their responsibilities of maintaining the (perceived) right-of-

way landscape. As a sidenote Mr. Underwood required a deadline of March

2017 to bring this item back up for discussion and vote. I have to wonder if

this deadline has anything to do with the pending litigation.

I attempted to explain to Mr. Underwood that this could be a violation of the

law, excepting such terms as a candidate (FSS. 104.) and expounded my

viewpoint by explaining that this consideration would come back before the

commission as a quasi-judicial item. In such case, a commissioner is

prevented from making a decision prior to hearing all evidence, similar to

any other judicial hearing. There is not only an elections violation in question

but a possible ethic violation also. Therefore I could not in good conscience

tell Mr. Underwood that I would vote in the positive in the case of the

(perceived) right-of-way landscaping. I would listen to all evidence presented

and openly testify to my historical knowledge.

I pledged to bring the item back for discussion and possible action. I

explained how my belief has always been that the city would be responsible

for Panacea Boulevard. I went on to explain how the process of re-platting, a

quasi-judicial action, would be required as the platt that was approved by

commission did not include the areas of landscaping therefore making them

private property. I expressed how the landscaping that the City would

replace would be subpar to what exists and that the water mechanisms

would need to be sufficiently working.

None of this was good enough for Mr. Underwood, who proceeded to email

his residents with half truths. I am utterly shocked at the action of this quasi-

governmental officer. Mr. Underwood is bound by the same ethic laws as a

sitting Commissioner. He had admitted he is aware of those laws when in his

reply he wrote that "it would be unlawful only if you were a sitting

commissioner." Maybe this is the true reason he did not ask Mayor Moore for

the same pledge.

When the people in the city of North Port have made it very clear that

corruption will not be tolerated and that transparency is an important part of

governmental functions, I am disgusted that Mr. Underwood believed that

this was the responsible and ethical manner to endorse any candidate. I felt

it was important that the citizens of Woodlands and of the city of North Port
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overall knows the truth.

I will not succumb to threats and/or bribes and I will not be part of this

collusion that is taking place.

Sincerely,

Vanessa Carusone

Candidate for City of North Port Commission D#1
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