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OPINION This piece expresses the views of its author(s), separate from those of this publication.

GUEST EDITORIAL: West Villagers are
legally entitled to separate from
theCNorth Port
Victor Dobrin Guest columnist
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I am deeply concerned about the Herald-Tribune Editorial Board's Oct. 31 opinion about
thousands of West Villagers who signed the petitions to de-annex from the City of North Port,
as defined and protected by the Florida Statutes Chapter 171.

The West Villages are separated from the City via miles of development-suited land belonging
to the unincorporated county. Calling these thousands of WVs, who merely followed the law, a
"mutiny"  makes someone think that a Big Brother's boot is trying to crush their rights, while
brushing over many past and current issues, such as: 

The city was ill-conceived from its inception, being 95% residential; now it's about
10% taxable non-residential, but will need at least 15% to be sustainable, which, with the
current city area size makes it impossible!  
The combination of the city with county government would make sense for all city's
taxpayers, although that fell on deaf ears.
The city annexed the WVs via the voluntary request of the developer after the county did
not approve their plans. The county sued and won in court against the initial annexation;
in its current form it is still illegal.
North Port attempted to charge WVs for drainage (the district retains this function); this
went to the Florida Supreme Court, which ruled in favor of the district.
The city intentionally, in bad faith, singled out the WVs for a ZIP code change in 2017,
although the city has 8 ZIP codes! 
Contrary to false information, the city did not build the infrastructure of the WVs, as this
burden lies on the homeowners and developers.
Services (solid waste, fire, police), simply, are not better or more affordable than those
offered by the county.  
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North Port raised our taxes for unsustainable projects, such as the Aquatic Center, while
more critically important capital projects that are looming, such as potable water or flood
control structures, etc., are unfunded. Unfortunately, this is going to be a perpetual issue.
City commission elections are not the cure for the multiple issues facing us. 

As individuals, West Villagers do not derive any tangible free benefits from the city or
developers; but they do expect fair treatment and, above all, to stop the interference with their
rights, as defined in the laws of the state and the United States.  Moreover, most of West
Villagers' affinity does not belong with the city.  The sheer size of our neighborhoods gives us
the true identity: West Villagers.

Widely held opinion is that, when the de-annexation happens, part of the negotiations
between the county and the city will lead to recognizing the development rights obtained by
landowners with the city.  And that is my position, too, as a petitioner.

It is time that the West Villagers' legally protected position and efforts get the respect they
deserve.

Victor Dobrin is a retired Ford Motor Co. engineering manager living in West Villages who
volunteers with various entities in the county.


